29th Ranger Battalion
From "Shadow Warriors - A History of the US Army Rangers," by Mir Bahmanyar
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On December 20, 1942, the 29th Provisional Ranger Battalion, composed principally of members of the 29th Division, was formed at Tidworth Barracks in compliance with directive from ETO Headquarters.  The 1st Rangers, until then the only US Ranger battalion in the ETO, had left in October with the 1st Division for the North Africa invasion, this move leaving no specially trained American troops for necessary raiding and reconnaissance missions on north European coasts.  The 29th Provisional Ranger Battalion was designed to fill this need, and also to provide actual combat experience to its members, who would, in time, be returned to their original units.  The directive issued in September provided that it be organized with a cadre of three officers and fifteen enlisted men from the 1st Ranger Battalion, and the remainder principally from the 29th Division.  Major Randolph Mulholland, who had returned from a term at the British GHS Battle School in Durham, was placed in command of the new battalion, an entirely volunteer organization.  Its members were accepted only after strict physical examinations and personal interviews had disclosed that they possessed the physical requirements and the aggressive temperament necessary for this type of soldier.  From December to February, the Rangers engaged in preliminary training in the Division area near Tidworth, and then moved to the British Commando depot at Achnacarry House at Spean Bridge, Scotland, for a five weeks' course under Commando instructors.  After completing this course the Rangers were attached to Lord Lovat's No. 4 Commando and worked with these British troops in training and in practice raids on the southern England coast near Dartmouth.  It was during this period that the battalion participated with the British in three daring raids on the coast of Norway.

 
The object of the first raid was to destroy a bridge over a fjord near a harbor on the west coast of Norway.  Loss of the surprise element was responsible for the failure of this raid.  After silent British MTB boats had put the party ashore the raiders moved quickly and silently down a concrete quay toward the bridge.  Leading the group was a Norwegian guide, carrying a submachine gun, whose magazine had not been inserted securely.  As the group ran silently down the quay in the dark, the magazine became loose in the receiver and dropped to the concrete with a loud "clack!"  A German shouted "Halt!" and on receiving no answer, opened fire.  Other German machine guns in the area also opened up.  The Commando and Ranger raiders returned fire, and then ran back down the road half a mile to the water, where MTB boats were waiting for them.


The second raid was a straight reconnaissance mission.  The Rangers joined with No. 4 Commando personnel in a three-day close-in reconnaissance of another Norwegian harbor, where they remained unobserved, watching the harbor shipping and movements of German troops on the docks.  One hundred and eight men were involved in the third raid, which was to destroy a German command post on Norway's west coast.  After a successful landing, the raiders discovered that the CP had moved.  No Germans were in the area.  

After six weeks with No. 4 Commando, the 29th Rangers returned to the Division area at Tidworth barracks.

After more amphibious training during the summer of 1943, the entire battalion landed on the Ile d'Ouessant, a small island off the Atlantic coast of Brittany, and destroyed a German radar installation. As the raiders departed, they left Milholland's helmet and cartridge belt on the beach as calling cards. Despite the battalion's success, Headquarters, 29th Infantry Division, issued General Orders disbanding the unit on October 18, 1943, and returned its members to the 29th Division.  The Rangers were broken up and returned to the units from which they had come.
